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M E S E N T E R I C  I S C H E M I A

• When narrowed or blocked arteries restrict 
blood flow to the small intestine

• Can cause permanent damage to the small 
intestine

• Acute mesenteric ischemia – caused by a 
blood clot and requires immediate 
treatment

• Chronic mesenteric ischemia – caused by a 
buildup of fatty deposits in the arteries

• Treated with open surgery or angioplasty
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